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Abstract

The emergence and use of autonomous weapon systems are one of the expressions of the
rapid evolution of modern war technologies. Despite the fact that international humanitarian law is
responsible for determining certain limits in the field of the use of methods and means of combat;
regarding this nascent weaponry, there is still no rule yet. In the absence of rules governing the use of
autonomous weapons in the battlefield, it is the fundamental principles of international humanitarian
law that can be the conductor and guide of the international law system in regulating the behavior of
states in this field. According to this, the compatibility and collation of the possibility of using autono-
mous weapon systems in accordance with the fundamental principles of international humanitarian law
can determine to some extent the general position of international law regulating behavior in war (ius in
bello) for the use of this type of weapon. The present article, tries to provide an answer to the question,
to what extent is the use of autonomous weapon systems compatible with the fundamental principles of
international humanitarian law, with the analytical-descriptive method? The hypothesis of this article is
that currently, the use of autonomous weapon systems is not compatible with the fundamental princi-
ples of international humanitarian law. The findings of this research show that in the use of autonomous
weapon systems, it is not possible to observe the principles of distinction and proportionality and the
principles of military necessity and humanity cannot be applied to these types of weapons. However,
it is possible that future technological advances could enable autonomous weapon systems with more

accurate comply with the fundamental principles of international humanitarian law.
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1. Autonomous Weapon Systems (AWS).
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Robotic Autonomouseliseed s Sibgy ¢5lybywsn « Robots Killere 51 sla by ol az8 518 oolawls)ge
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Afonso ,Seixas-Nunes ,The Legality and Accountability of Autonomous Weapon Sys-
tems: a humanitarian law perspective, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2022), 11; Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions,
Report on Lethal Autonomous Robotics ,U.N .Doc .A/HRC) 23/47/April ,(2013 ,9 Pa-
ras.7-8.
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1. Declaration Renouncing the Use, in Time of War, of Explosive Projectiles under 400
Grams Weight’) St Petersburg Declaration.(

2. Project of an International Declaration concerning the Laws and Customs of War.
Brussels, 27 August 1874 (‘The Brussels Declaration’.)
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1. Declaration IV, 1 to Prohibit for the Term of Five Years the Launching of Projectiles

and Explosives from Balloons ,and Other New Methods of a Similar Nature 29 ,July

.1899

2. Declaration IV, 2, Concerning Asphyxiating Gases, 29 July 1899.

3. Declaration IV, 3, Concerning Expanding Bullets, 29 July 1899.
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1. The Principle of Proportionality.
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