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Abstract

Following an Iranian lawsuit against the United States in the International Court of Justice
(ICJ) over the downing of an Airbus aircraft on 17 May 1989, the two States reached an agreement on
22 February 1996, to withdraw the case. Under the agreement, Iran will refuse to pursue any legal ac-
tion in exchange for compensation to the victims of the accident. The purpose of this article is not to re-
examine the unknown dimensions of why and how the process leading to the conclusion of the agree-
ment, as it calls for another broad opportunity. The question that arises in this article is that despite the
fact that more than 24 years have passed since the agreement, is it possible to legally pursue the claims
of the families of the victims through the Iranian legal system. At fir&t glance, it may seem that the basis
for the two States’ agreement to return the case to the ICJ was to remove any legal action from Iran’s
agenda. However, given the existing capacity of the Iranian legal system and, more specifically, the
Act on Jurisdiction of the Judiciary of the Islamic Republic of Iran to Try Civil Cases Against Foreign

States (JJIFS Act), it seems possible to pursue possible legal claims by the families of Iranian victims.

Keywords: International Court of Justice, Settlement Agreement, Waiver of
Rights, JJIIFS Act, ICAO

* Corresponding Author: a.abedini@samt.ac.ir



S U5 aolibd
VYo ¥ ULMM.A) ¥ b)la.ﬁb ‘w.m.)).»l.w JL.J
d.)) http://dx.doi.org/10.22034/thdad.2025.2035947.2828

gs\ﬁd\ﬁ\&)bf\higshq)ﬁ
(Rl ol plsan 5)@)‘\3%)

T o Slale ' wle D
’U‘)Tfl‘ol){; s(w)dl.wal 991.9 :bw:ijvoé.\s.»@”_s ‘5959945309)?)1331;»1.\
- ol el il ol ¢l pole g (3o BUSESIS ¢ coges (B> 08,5 Loluul .Y

oS
Glanlsp oSy Juls s gyails Lallm olys 5 onze ) ale ool sl ) s el i g

_ ) . YY-£Y) iolbin
Ufl é,lo v\.’Lo.J Oyiamnd ul}.h))”)od..}g).: M;MHQ; 499 YY)») ‘50315.:‘5‘9)5.55.3 t\ﬂ}\ﬂsn \V)a uul.tﬁ'

San .35 aly gl0g gdge e 5o 85l ol olsl 4 culi cSlan bl ol sl
saseie SV (ol asdlae aeliidles lindl a ene dighd 3o 5 sl pslasli ool gl ool it
V5| et ety 85 ol 0l 055 g oo i )0 8 gy b o (5 800 18 Sl
Ol g oL Gy 60l ol slaoslls slalesl By 58 oSl Ll o 315551 Jls
039 o ol o oyl ol 38590 38155 slive oS s 5 0 1Sl it s oS0 010 3929
plls o 092 g0 byl & 425 L doy a5 40 JUo ol b 09 )1 0l Sl S 0,5 iy oS
arle ge gled & Sy sl Ol (ol G000 BBl oo (g asiia sbo a3 0l B
5B Ll sl ol L ol sLaoslsils Jlass! i slalea] 6K oSl (o5 slacdso

VoV ed/of :cdlyd foyls

VooV VY 2 oy ds o)l

310 3925 (limed 350

318 e 3l polsl (a5 o aaletly g Sols I Olps st 0859 —@®©©
}j&g‘hd)‘;‘fsb;&;ﬂcﬂf.w BY NC SA

el s & laie sl ol Ll g alo3

a.abedini@samt.ac.ir : Jgtuwws odiowngs *



VEE Ol /F 0lads / g3 5L Ju Ji @ s> anlilad

o Ol ¢ wle dus
Yo

ol ys
el Olgns jo case YLl ade |) Slges NAAR oo VWY jo )l
A ol Sl laselsn S 5imm o 55 (Sl520 s ) 82l
5031 e a0 s Stigo 90 Sl alansly 4 450,57 5kae £00 515,z 0lats 4y YooB
Ol 400 g Blane 55 Y80 (23 ol 0 200 VAAA 4365 T )55 abaniog (S0l
S35en Sl (shed el sl Blons Jaiapass Gl oll o Syl slas
SR Ol 09138 oyle W 2l )0 (B0 & Bgyne) 65958 Mo
o ke 3538 Jacl\ el (55055 ke gl ki 331 4y
S (Slemler BaeadleS 5 (€ Jhga) V) HoenslysSh & SBoyne) 3509
Sl e g ouomte GBI g (G2 MFF 5enslyssh 0 Bgyne) (55988
Ap- ,hereinafter] Y .p,\4A% \AAA July ¥ of Incident Aerial) .asles s |y s
Republic Islamic the by Submitted Memorial ;[Proceedings Instituting plication
Aol 4 Zewly ;0 G JSpaw (Y .p )96, [Tran of Memorial ,hereinafter] Iran of
Olole @l VAAA jolws V F)g0 gl puonas Jlo)l pous 150 jusliw V7
Oz (S L3l Jldawl ot SIS (Shgd prewal (250 w0903 Jloyl 525,
VL1 ol Ly o ol g 5 393 p3lel | iolo 51 095 rme il s 3o
Y oole ggige. ollaind Slolon adde s05 &0 g pie (olol Jool e 00t
259 48 o551 o ol (rm A0 g0 18 ST 09 |y ST il S
Py 472 Wly> oo wilatuged SIS HgrndlyS 4 S0 ¥ osle Glal ST
,Organization Aviation Civil International the of Observations) .uxS o guaal 1) QT

(#Ye.p,Naay
5l oleol oo ais clagad gpeld 390 4545 YE )0 olpl  Loads asud (o
oo o2l3l) QeSS Bga> 5 (golasd) bagy (age dalone 4 sliwl b oll (sgm
)ity Yoz s 31y 20 T 5 1ol 1900 25110 590 (050 dalinger


https://www.icj-cij.org/public/files/case-related/79/9699.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/public/files/case-related/79/9699.pdf

et Slosg) 38 & Ao Bl 0L S @yl Ol 1 0101 (B sk ol slacd b

Sholo 5 Slo)ls YL ulys L3, (Foole) oyl slacSps 5 gLl b wlbais 4
b (1 0le) e ol (53533 5 2l sl (A 5Le) b s
Yl ogy eaw ol sy ool o (VAe=1Y4 pp )30 ,Iran of Memorial) .3,5 o
FO0 &los jlam (5,8lae Slowlsnr & ao Lol ol Cdgguns imds 5l caie
SbP Olsie 4 (LW PLVEN 2l9p Wolg> y0 a5 JI> ;0 055 g lones ol 1l
Ol g Lol culie cdlys plalss o)lgan 1545 ol i g slaeld alol>
F90 ol 50 505 9SG (5lyaun (YOY .p 1340, Iran of Memorial) . el ous dol>
4SS oy alaz ol 4 Is),o 95,59 | ol Glaclgss ples VAR uyle VY
oo F) Laplsn olulis jo olcal ams jo a5 3.l dol> ol 4 Cod )50
sl 31l s s o i 5 j3le J85 VA0 35L lr 5 (S5 & e s
(.p,Y2A4 ,Meeting Seventh the of Minutes ICAO) «.4uS oo
Cewlgz o SIS glasl b Hlass (ylpl dowd 5 canlgzols wuads )0
¥ of Incident Aerial) .asles a51)] lguo s Aol ol pgas jo ) 0e3 wlilas oS 0
aSaso,Selel plgas 4 slasl b 18)bb VAAF gl Ao Ll (3.p 1297 ,VAAA July
diad 395 Bt (ogad ;0 el 5 oS )80 & G sl 0810 0
Jad g o s caB\gan slael bl s w4 (Suny 8L bl b
o 025 €6 ySNs Al o (Ngad 30 ax g las\ AN 563 ¥ g &l b
Settle-) 1398 4558 4 )15, (€l asdlaen b« Juad 5 J> dobicuidlyen Lazs] 4
be- YAAA July ¥ of Incident Aerial the Concerning Case the on Agreement ment
el lns d Syzioe dals o oyodylo 1238 Gyyed TV o Lisles "(1345 ,ICT the fore

&5lg 0 VAN dSg5 ¥ lsn diol> dpad fad g Jo Aol debiblge a5 sl (5500 4355 oyl )53 .0
Ja>g e 6923, ogad 50 eabol (sse pogdle o0 4S5y S debdblae S5l Lt
s @8ly Gl bl e (i b (Lo 45 el s Ol 59l 0w

&

VEF Ol /5 0jlad /oa3 b Jl I G i doliduad




VEE Ol /F 0lads / g3 5L Ju Ji @ s> anlilad

o Ol ¢ wle dus
Yv

Olg2d ey (Yo .p 1425 ,VAAA July ¥ of Incident Aerial) wjlo |y oasg,m ds S,
313 55w (g 99 dabasdllas cdlys 0l yeus 1395 a6 YY #9013 b 35
NAAA July ¥ Aerial Incident of) sg )l (ylgn0 (s9led Canypd 51 Haupe 0259, oS
Sy 5 51895 L3554 30 dols asellns slinil loj 3l cdad ol (16 p NA45
Slold lolanl g yundols Mol ps Hlend ;0NN g5 ¥ s dSol> 8059, 4
4 00d3)ly (Ggine g s3le Dhlud Ol S sl g 4 aslicdblye ol (pgaz 5
el 0093 7yhae dSol> Lsby8 slaoslgils
ool 5 Ol dodlne oy 45 sl sy 2l 0 rasly 2000 50 555 !
sl Ol (Sl Bgii pllii )0 o d)ls az 1195 458 A 290 daliciblye 3.1
3925 (el 0l £00 8las sls0) ol Slargler & alex &isl> L33 Gl
AWl 8 bl axdlas 0925 b aS 0sd ylas as)d ol canl (Sew S35l
23 ool & Jl ppl bl (e geoge (sl 6080 g9 0 !
b & Olgie Ol 515 G56 uilse & 4z g5 g yere anliaiblye Jolos
8L caws wglase
e sl epSope b (hlow - (heogs g5 5l leag ool )o Buiow ()

Slolgr 4 alos asil 4 bgype sbwl gy b lssly ol 5o el glasbols

ool 2 sl ko & oy o jslane 0 (ol Olial 00 8)los 3la2) byl

Cawd 35855 JIg (ogad 50 (Sl 4 b eSlon manlss Jollorn Boim (ojlse

3 Olel Ol 1397 45)68 YY 5590 Juad g Jo> dnbiaidlge slae Jodo 4 aslal ;o ool

plas Lol yo (B leladl aloul )l s .15 muplgs oaseie YL

1> prolyz L5 59Blg )90 ) bl (G5 Aol pgaz ;s pll (Soi



el Slaggp & dhom B3l 0L S Oyl Oy ) Ol (B 5 pls slacd b

Ol Olso 1895 asyg TY 590 B! b 5 o anliciblo Joloxi -)
ouswo YUl g

Slgii E9290 Olgs 50 Blpl slees myb slaygy uslel yo oamie YL
Lol (YAAA ,Times York New) S ke Iy obyl ol 5l 5l AW fad g J>
Iy oo YL aladl (ol lol a5 el dlex 5l cdpidss ol cilises Jo¥s 4 ol
oazuie YLl B il o L Aol colix SO, o Consls oo (§es
&= 93 | balen & bgype culié g opdn |y pladl ol cdggae 355 01>
392 ol s oleol (b5l 05y 00,5 3500 LS slreslsils 4]y cuslie oy
New) .55 a1, 5 Liby3 ad)g 995 o Losiitns a5 1ol cdgs 4 a5 culé glos oS
era> ;0 38lg 4 axly cdgs 90l 1,516 VA9 Ly (YAAR , Times York
No Communique) .o oailuy 1z el 4 505 £ao90 (ol 5 ploxil ja050 s
W Jad g Jo cua slanbicddlge pu p cdgs 901997 4558 4,0 (VA4 ,)A/AF
Aer- the Concerning Case the on Agreement Settlement) a5 S Tow Caws 38lg5 4
(Yaa# ,ICJ the before YAAA July Y of Incident ial

Y g amio Yo IS 58ls5 o ol 1395 d68 A £y90 dabiasdllas aiw
oy 350 50 Juab g o aalicdblyen ais ol olgie 0l o O & e Sy
B g -l (gl Madliops (lgo0 05 1AAA dg5 ¥ Slon alol>
Olgie Co p9S Cawgr il 0 Yl Ol £00 o)lets sl Sl GLoby3 cenyed

1. Settlement Agreement, 1996.

2. Annex :1 List of Iranian Victims of Iran Air Flight.655

3. Annex 2: Concerning the Payment of Compensation to the heirs of the Iranian Vic-
tims of the Aerial Incident of 3 July.1988
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1. Notification to the International Court of Justice Regarding Discontinuance of the
ICJ Case.

2. Lump Sum Agreements
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1. Annex 1 :List of Iranian Victims of Iran Air Flight ,655 pp.1-6 .
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1. Annex 2 :Concerning the Payment of Compensation to the heirs of the Iranian Vic-
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